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NOTICE to MEMBERS 


Im portant 


NOTICE to MEMBERS 


BY-LAW 1974/1 WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE MEMBERSHIP AT 
GENERAL MEETING OF JANUARY 6, 1975 FOR CONFIRMATION. 
THIS BY-LAW HAS BEEN ENACTED BY YOUR DIRECTORS AT A 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD ON DECEMBER 16, 1974 TO 
PROTECT YOUR INTERESTS. CERTAIN BEQUESTS LEFT TO THE 
CLUB IN THE WILL OF A LATE MEMBER ARE BEING CONTESTED. 
BE THERE ON JANUARY 6, 1975 TO EXERCISE YOUR VOTE. 

* * * . 

* * 

* 
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Minutes of GENERAL MEETING and 55th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION - Monday, December 2, 
1974, held at the Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington 
Ontario _ _ 


The President, Mrs. Marion S. Shivas, presided at this meeting which, in spite of 
the severely inclement weather, saw 125 Members and Guests assembled in honour 
of the occasion. They were met in the foyer and conducted to the auditorium 
where Mrs. J. Peters, assisted by Misses Morris and Broker, distributed name 
tags to members and guests alike. 

Mrs. Shivas opened the meeting, thanking the Members and Guests for driving 
through all-day sleet and snow to be there. She gave a brief history of the 
society from 1919 to 1974, referring to the original group who founded the 
Hamilton Bird Protection Society, which evolved into the Hamilton Nature Club 
and, after incorporation, into the present Hamilton Naturalists' Club, Our 
fdtrent membership is at the 400-mark. 

The current Board of Directors was formally introduced, wearing, for the first 
time, in addition to their name tags - elegant red-and-gold ribbons marked 
"Executive''» 

Past Presidents - Robert Westmore, Robert 0. Elstone, Mrs. Laurel North (in 
addition to Mrs. Shivas) were introduced from the floor. 

Mr. Russell Tilt, Interpretative Naturalist with the Parks Division of the 
Provincial Government, presented an illustrated programme "A Glimpse of the 
Maritime Provinces", prefacing his talk with brief remarks about Hamilton as he 
remembered it 40-50 years ago. 

Following Mr. Tilt's programme, Mrs. Shivas, President, and Mr. Dowall, 

1st Vice President, presided at a brief ceremony when Honorary Life Memberships 
were presented to Miss Evelyn Morris (Membership Director for some years), 

Mr. Albert B. Nind (long-time Legal Counsel), and George W. North (an 
acknowledged ornithological authority and a member since the twenties), for 
services rendered to the Club over the years. These were parchment certificates, 
suitably framed. 

An illuminated address, framed and on parchment, was presented to George W. North, 
expressing appreciation for the work he has performed in the field of ornithology 
for so many years. 

Presentations of framed Conservation Awards for "outstanding achievement in 
environmental protection" were made to the Students' Park Fund of Parkside 
High School, Dundas, and Ancaster High School, Ancaster, Ontario. These were 
received on the students' behalf by Miss Peigi Lyon of Dundas and Mr. Alan 
Stacey of Ancaster. Through establishment of this Fund by the Students, 
acreages in the beautiful Dundas Valley have been preserved, and these are under 
the jurisdiction of the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. 

Members and Guests than adjourned to a repast of Wine and Cheese and Coffee, 
delightfully prepared and served by Mesdames R. A. Hawkes, J. P. Page and 
Charles Lenz. The table bore a handsome centrepiece designed by Mrs. Hawkes, 
in a natural theme, mounted on an huge artist's Fungus, containing dried 
field material and two miniature Mallard Ducks. Mr. R. A. Hawkes was in charge 
of dispensing the wine, 

continued next page. 
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Minutes of GENERAL MEE TING and 55th ANNIVE RSARY C ELEBRATION (continued) - 

A toast was proposed by the President "To the Hamilton Naturalists' Club - 
past - present - and future" and responded to enthusiastically by those present. 

Members and Guests were there from London (Dr. W. W. Judd of Western University, 
a former Hamiltonian and author of the Bibliography of the Hamilton Area), 

Simcoe, Port Dover, St. Catharines, Port Credit, Oakville, Toronto and Brantford. 
Mrs. Anne Jones, Chairman of the Hamilton-Wentworth Region, attended and 
brought suitable greetings in our honour. 

Messages of regret were received from the Hon. Lincoln Alexander, M.P.P. for 
Hamilton West, several of the newspaper personnel who had been unable to 
attend, and members and guests who were ill and could not be there. 

Mr. George Globe acted as a roving photographer and this on very short notice. 

Mr. Tempest and his wife from St. Catharines (Editor of the "Mountain News") 
took pictures and details. 

A most successful event was terminated with expressions of satisfaction and 
happiness and the impression that this 55th Anniversary Celebration was a 
highlight in the annals of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 

* * * 

* * 

* 

SHOULD WE FEED THE BIRDS ? 

Many of the thousands of people who put out feed for wild birds in winter are 
probably thinking twice about it this year because of the considerable increase 
in cost of quality feed. Why should they be fed at all? 

Scientists only speculate about the results of widespread artificial feeding, 
but there is good evidence that some species have increased in numbers and that 
others have expanded or adjusted their winter range because of this convenient 
food supply. Although wild birds are usually well equipped to find enough 
natural food under moderate weather conditions even in winter, their survival 
may depend upon these feeding programs. This is because of the effect of severe 
storms on the natural food supply, or it is because the feeding program has 
caused the birds to linger north of their usual winter range. Therefore, once 
feeding is started, it should continue until the natural food supply is again 
available during the growing season. Just as importantly, perhaps, people feed 
birds so they may be watched--it's good entertainment that benefits the birds, too. 

Fortunately, several steps can be taken to reduce costs and to increase 
efficiency 2 

1. Use feeders specifically designed for the species you prefer to entertain. 

Many allow cardinals, chickadees, and goldfinches to feed while excluding 
larger birds such as jays and grackles. 

2. Design your feeder to exclude squirrels--they have enormous appetites! 

3. Shop carefully. Some commercial mix is of very poor quality, containing 
a large percentage of seed that is unpalatable to all but a,few species. 

4. Offer more inexpensive feed such as cracked corn or screenings and less of 
the sunflower or millet. 

5. Reduce the amount of feed, you put in your feeder. A full.hopper or tray 

encourages waste and spoilage. .continued next page... 
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SHOULD WE F EED THE BIRDS ? (continued from previous page) - 

6. Provide small measures of feed at regular hours once or twice each day. 
Schedule feedings to coincide with the times you are at leisure to observe 
the birds. They will adjust to your schedule and don't really need to be 
stuffed with seed all day. 

(from Kalamazoo Nature Centre News - October 1974) 
***************************************************** 

THAT FIREPLACE LOG CAN BE DANGEROUS. TAKE CARE11 


There is nothing like a fireplace with a brightly burning log fire to 
add cheery warmth to a cold winter day. If the firelog is manufactured 
(wax/wood), follow all the instructions on its wrapper and sit back, relax and 
enjoy the warm glow. It will burn for two or three hours without special 
attention. 

Wax/wood firelogs, compressed sawdust and wax, give off as much heat 
as two or three hardihood logs. This intense heat must not be ignored. Only one 
log at a time should be burned. Two or more will increase the heat intensely 
and beyond a safe limit and start a chimney fire. Never poke or break a burning 
log. It creates a greater burning surface and results in an intense heat 
flare-up. Leave the wrapper on the log and let it burn away. 

Never add a wax/wood firelog to an already existing fire. Wait until 
the present fire is aImpst out then put in the new log and ignite it. Don't wait 
for the red ashes of the old fire to start the new one. The heat of the ashes 
may be hot enough to vaporize the new log before it ignites itself, filling the 
fireplace area and chimney flue with enough vapor to cause a serious explosion 
and possible serious fire. 

Whether you use wax/wood logs or natural firewood, observe these basic 
safety precautions: 

- Start with an open damper and clean flue. 

- Use the right size of log for the fireplace--small logs 
producing lower heat are acceptable for small, free-standing 
fireplaces but follow the instructions on the wrapper of the 
wax/wood log. 

- Place the log at the back of the fireplace, preferably on a grate. 

- To extinguish in an emergency, douse the fire with sand, water or 
chemical fire extinguisher. Do not break the log apart as this 
tends to spread the fire. 

- Never leave children unattended near a fire. 

(from Ministry of Natural Resources Newsletter - December 1974) 

************************************************************* 

THOUGHTS ABOUT WINTER SURVIVAL OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS 

(by W. John Lamoureux, Conservationist, Royal Botanical Gardens) 

When the thermometer dips to -15° F, and the wind peaks at 25 miles per hour on 
bleak January nights - lucky is the bird that has migrated to warmer climates. 
WINTER IS THE CRITICAL TIME FOR ALL LIVING THINGSi Man, as a food storing 
animal, is relatively safe from the ice storms, blizzard gales and concentrated 
weeks of cold. Wild animals and plants have no such assurance. This article 
will focus on how various forms of life in the forest and meadow areas cope with 
the rigors of winter. 

.......continued next page...,. 





THOUGHTS A BOUT WINTER SURVIVAL OF P LANTS AND ANIMALS (continued from previous 

page)- 

The most obvious plants of the open spaces are the grasses. Grasses 
occur in two forms: one is the annual, the other is the perennial. Some 
examples of annual grasses are Foxtail, (Setaria viridis) and Corn, (Zea mays). 
The annuals overwinter as seed; the Foxtail seed can withstand considerable 
freezing, while the embryo of corn is easily killed by freezing temperatures. 
Orchard grass, (Dactylis clomerata) and Quack Grass (Agropyron repens) are 
both perennial grasses and grow year after year from the same root system. 

These root systems can withstand freezing and still survive. The one winter 
condition that grasses cannot withstand is prolonged drowning and freezing; 
the combination of freezing temperatures in the presence of a surplus of 
water is usually lethal, and the whole patch dies out. 

Trees and shrubs in a forest come under a variety of survival categories. 

There are the very hardy species, such as White Birch (Betula papyrifera) 
and Jack Pine (Pinus banlcsiana) which can stand up to -60° F. and still 
survive. Secondly, there are the hardy trees, such as Red Oak (Quercus 
xubra) and White Ash (Fraxinus americana) which are not apparently harmed by 
winter minimums of -30° F. Thirdly, we find trees such as Sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis) and Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) which often need some 
protection or special conditions to survive in our climate, where the lows 
rarely exceed -15° F. The Pawpaw (Asimina triloba) grows successfully in the 
Niagara Peninsula, but has not been successfully grown at Rock Chapel, the 
Royal Botanical Gardens near Hamilton, 

A short list of mammals that can survive our winter is as follows: Red Fox, 
Coyote, Raccoon, Squirrel, White-tail Deer, Cottontail Rabbit, European Hare 
(Jack Rabbit), Meadow Mice, Skunk and Chipmunk. The Chipmunk (Tamius striatus) 
and the Skunk (Mephitis mephitis) usually build up a heavy layer of body fat 
in autumn, go into a den, and assume a state of inactivity for varying 
periods of time. With the exception of the Raccoon, the remainder of the 
above list are usually quite active all winter, some as plant eaters, and 
others as carnivores. A good food supply for the herbivores means a high 
survival rate and good hunting for the carnivores. Heavy crust, ice storms, 
deep snow or poor snow cover all affect the success or failure of the 
resident mammals. 

Most of the birds which spend the winter in our area are the hardy types. The 
most obvious species, such as the Blue Jay, (Cyanocitta cristata) and the 
Downy Woodpecker, (Dendrocopos pubescens) feed on a variety of plant and 
animal-type foods. The 'Downy' is most partial to insect eggs and larva, 
while the Jay seeks out seeds. Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) and the 
Ring-necked pheasant, (Phasianus colchicus) are chicken-like birds. 

The Grouse feed on birch, poplar and willow tree buds in winter, and thus 
have a secure food supply with high nutritional value. The pheasant is not a 
native bird, but it has found a food niche in harvested fields and weedy 
areas. Ice storms, deep snow and hard crust, kill thousands of pheasant each 
year; it is possible that eventually a hardy strain will emerge that will cut 
down on these terrible winter losses. 

Winter is a time of testing for hardiness and adaptability. Temperature 
extremes, severe storms, excesses of snow, or lack of an insulating blanket of 
snow, can all affect the critical survival threshold of plants and animals. 

(from Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Interpretive Leaflet No,3-1970) 



DUPLICITY in ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
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* EDITOR'S * 
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... L.-iSK ^ 

*************** 


Have you beer. wondering about the Canadian Wildlife 
Federation whose promotional material reached many of 
our homes in October? 

We are now confronted with three organizations with 
similar names - Canadian Wildlife Service, Canadian 
Nature Federation and "Canadian Wildlife Federation", 


Canadian Wi ldli fe Service is the branch of the Canadian Government that is 
responsible for the management of wildlife in Canada. 

Canadian Nature F eder ation is a "national non-profit organization 
representing provincial naturalists' federations, local societies and individuals 
across Canada. It evolved from the Canadian Audubon Society in 1971. The 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club maintains a membership in the Canadian Nature 
Federation, as do many individuals in our Club. "NATURE CANADA" is the 
quarterly publication of this organization and it is the only national magazine 
for Canadian naturalists. In three years its circulation has grown from 2,000 
to 15,500. Look for this beautiful magazine on the periodicals' table at our 
monthly meetings. It is filled with spectacular colour photographs, fine-line 
drawings and articles ranging from whales to the grasslands of Saskatchewan and 
the problem of nuclear power generation at Pickering and its effect on Lake 
Ontario. We recommend this truly Canadian organization to you. Subscription 
rates are: Individual Membership - $8; Family Membership - $10. The address is 
Canadian Nature Federation, 46 Elgin Street, Ottawa, Canada KIP 5K6. 

"Canadian Wildlife Federation" has been, until recently, entirely sports¬ 
man oriented. To broaden its base and attempt to extend its membership, an 
extensive mailing was sent out across Canada, soliciting memberships from all 
who are interested in the conservation of wildlife. Allied with the National 
Wildlife Federation of the United States, the Canadian branch has been loaned 
$250,000 for this membership and subscription drive in Canada. The journal of 
the organization is "International Wildlife" published in the United States and 
one of the journals of the National Wildlife Federation of the United States, 
for many years. 

The information in the preceding paragraph has been gleaned from the 
Toronto Daily Star (October 9), the Oshawa Naturalists' Club bulletin "The 
Naturalist" (November 1974), and the bulletin of the Toronto Field Naturalists' 
Club (December 1974). It has helped to clarify my thinking. For further details 
read the above bulletins which will be available on the periodicals' table. 

The view has been expressed--and in our opinion justifiably so--that "too 
much is too much" and the advent of another organization seeking to enlist 
memberships in an area where we are well served by the Canadian Nature Federation 
(national), Federation of Ontario Naturalists (provincial), and our own Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club (local) is an unnecessary duplication and a luxury when there 
is a limit to the funds and available members in Canada which are required to 
pursue the aims and objectives in environmental protection. 

* * * 

* * 

The trees have banked their fires down low, 

But their roots in their sleep still sing; 

As they gather strength through winter's length 

For their rendezvous with Spring. (from The Newsletter of the 

Peninsula Field Naturalist Club) 





NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK (continued from previous page) - 


A very warm welcome to these NEW MEMBERS ; 

- Mrs. Dag-mar Eisemann, #205, 57 Mericourt Rd., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 2N5 

- Mr. Thomas Eisemann, #205, 57 Mericourt Rd., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 2N5 

- Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Gould, 11 South St., Hamilton, Ont. L8P 2W1 

- Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Lidgey, 17 Miles Court, Hamilton, Ont. L8P AG7 

- Mrs. Kip Wallace, 19 Bertram Dr., Dundas, Ont. L8G 4T1 


Hamilton Naturalists' Club folks try to be friendly people. "Older Members" - 
please do make a point of becoming acquainted with newer members and visitors 
after meetings. Hopefully the name badges will make introductions easier. 


Incidentally - don't forget to turn your name badge in before you leave for home. 
******************************************************* 

* * * * * * * * * * A <V A A A* A ******** 


FIELD EVENT REPORTS FIELD EVENT REPORTS 

SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA (in October) 

A hike to our Sanctuary at Short Hills, led by George Meyers, was held on Sunday, 
October 20, 1974 - a bright and cold day. George commenced by showing us two 
or three cedars which had been planted in the open, outside the woods proper, a 
number of years ago. Now they are surrounded by poplars and sassafras - a good 
example of the return of a field to woodland. Proceeding down the main trail, 
we saw the Cucumber Magnolia and several large Tulip Trees, rising straight and 
branchless to the forest canopy and walked through the woods at the eastern 
boundary and back to the upper road. 


We were happy to welcome Members of the Niagara Falls Nature Club on this outing 
and thank George for a very pleasant morning. 


In the afternoon, most of us went on to Ball's Falls, strolling up the valley 
trail and then coming back via the bed of the river which was dry. Walking 
Fern was found on wet rocks, pokeweed on a mudslide on the steep side of the 
valley, and Indian Hemp on a small flood plain. 

********************************************** 


A DAY AT SPOOKY HOLL O W SANCTUARY 

A week later, we had a beautiful Fall day for a late October hike to our other 
Sanctuary - Gpooky Hollow near Normandale - appropriately led by our President, 
Marion Shivas, who had been so instrumental in the original purchase of this 
property. 

Knowing that Marion was to be the leader brought a large turnout including 
welcome friends from London, Brantford, Oakville, Guelph and Simcoe, 

In the morning we walked down the main trail to the sand dunes and there found 
Earthstars, Blazing Stars in seed and viewed the Bayberry growth in the pine 
plantation. We returned to the road at the front of the property through 
the hemlock grove and after lunch tou^gg the higher western side of the 
sanctuary, finding Pine Sap which had'been previously listed from the^ area. 

We also made a tour into the cedar-hemlock swamp on the south side of the 
road across from our property where Marion showed us very large Tree Moss 

.continued next•page.... 


• • 



FIELD EVENT REPORTS (continued from previous page) 


(Climacium dendroides) , Dwarf Scouring Rush (Equisetum scirpoides) , and 
seed heads of Indian Tobacco (Lobelia inflate), as well as Hay-scented Fern. 

We have been concerned, for some months, about the use of the trails in Spooky 
Hollow by motorbikes. During Lunch we heard the loud noise of the revving-up 
of these machines in the sanctuary. The men rushed in but the culprit (s) 
had escaped, leaving a rut over a foot deep in the main trail near the Fern 
Brook. We can only hope that the Ontario Government can be induced to enact a 
Bill with some teeth in it against this kind of use of motorized vehicles. 

Write letters of protest to - the Hon. Win. Newman, Minister of the Environment, 
135 St. Clair Ave. W., Toronto, Ontario!11!11 

*A'.V5V*A'>VvV)V'A-3!:vVjViVvVV, & 

BIRDING ALONG THE NIAGA RA RIVER 

On Grey Cup Sunday, the 24th of November, about 25 members and friends enjoyed 
the bird trip along the Niagara River, We advertised Bob Curry as the leader 
for this outing but unfortunately he was not able to attend due to the illness 
of his wife. (We do hope she has recovered.) Bill Smith took over and thanks 
to his leadership and scouting of the river the previous week, we had an 
excellent day. The only flaw was the weather - showers they forecast and the 
"showers” went on for about four hours. We hope everyone managed to get the 
moisture out of his binoculars and telescopes 1 We might add - touching wood - 
that this was the first day on which we have had bad weather on any of the 
hikes this season. 

Starting at Fort Erie on the River, King Eider and Surf Scoter were seen at 
close range. What a good start! Proceeding down the river, Bufflehead, Mallard, 
Black Duck, Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser, Horned Grebe were sighted. All 
fairly common. Just above the rapids, a dead Snowy Owl hit by a car, and on the 
water large rafts of Canvasbacks, Common Mergansers, Greater Scaup, xtfith a 
few Redhead as well, were seen. Above the Falls a male Harlequin Duck, a Cor¬ 
morant, Purple Sandpipers, a White-winged Scoter, a drake Pintail and lots 
of Gadwall and Widgeon were in evidence. From below the Falls and on to the 
power station, were seen a young Kittiwake and a Thayer's Gull. A tremendous 
day's birding! 

R. A. MacLaren - Field Events Director 

* * * it & vV * * * * * * -V * vV ■'< A * A A A 

CALL to MEMBERS for assistance in forming a CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
x The two Club Directors responsible for Conservation issues are 

x keen to establish a C onservation Committee . We are anxious to 

x meet with club members who have environmental concerns. Using 
x the natural history expertise of members, this committee will 
x study current environmental issues and will formulate club 
x positions on these issues, 

x Any and all members interested are invited to attend an 

x organizational meeting on January 13, 1975 at 8:00 p.m. at 

x 4429 Lakeshore Road, Burlington, Ontario (between Walker's 
x Line and Appleby Line). May we see YOU there? 

Gerry McGregor (634-0811 ) Paul Eagles (1-519-621-2643) 

Ed.note: THIS IS A VITALLY IMPORTANT NEED in our SOCIETY - YOUR RESPONSE 
IS EARNESTLY SOLICITED! 


*** 
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A RECYCLING REMINDER 


Hopefully yours is one of the many families already caught by the 
recycling "bug". Your garbage man will appreciate that light can and your efforts 
will not only help to conserve Canada's diminishing resources but will help to 
lessen the need for garbage dump sites. 

Burlington Recycling Centre, sponsored by the Citizen's Committee for 
Pollution Control, is on the Guelph Line, just north of #5 Highway. It is open 

Thursdays - 5:30 p.m.-8;30 p.m. 

Saturdays - 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

They will accept - Newsprint (tie securely in bundles) 

Glass (separate clear glass from coloured glass) 

Tin cans (wash, remove labels, remove both ends and flatten) 

- Pop cans (keep separate - do not attempt to flatten) 

- Aluminum (all those pie plates, cake trays, etc., please wash) 

Maybe you could collect from your neighbours to make a monthly trip worthwhile. 

Bins for recycling glass will again be placed in several locations in 
Hamilton. Watch "The Spectator" for further information. 

Shop discriminately and avoid over-packaged products. 

(Editor's note - If there are other recycling operations in our area, please let 
me know.) 

***************************** 


JUNIOR CORNER 


Who Pat Up There? 


Early one morning in August, my friend and I were building a clubhouse in a clear 
ing in a nearby hawthorn thicket. The fort was built beside an old dead elm. We 
were just about finished and were making final touches on it. I cleaned up some 
wood chips and went to get some wood to fix up the roof. My friend went to get 
some more nails. 

When I came back, I found some more wood chips in the same place I had just 
cleared. I cleaned up the chips and went to throw them .away. All of a sudden I 
heard some hammering noises toward the clubhouse. I ran over and it stopped, I 
couldn't see anything so I went back to work cleaning up. Then my friend came 
back with the nails, so I started patching the roof. I noticed an echo every 
time I stopped to get a nail. Finally I was finished. 


I stood back to admire the clubhouse and stumbled on some more chips. I looked up 

the tree and much to my surprise, I saw a Pileated Woodpecker, I ran home to 

tell my Dad. From then on, every time I see a Pileated Woodpecker, I recall this 

story as one of the many "mysteries of nature". , . , 

by - Richard Rice. 


************* 


The Cedar Waxwing 

It was a Sunday Morning (December 1) around 9:30 when I saw them - ten Cedar 
Waxwings perched on our apple tree. 

The yellow band across the end of their tails made them show up very well while 
they were eating some berries off the Yew bush under the apple tree. 

We had never seen any Waxwings around our neighbourhood before. This Sunday 
morning there were very high winds and we feel the reason the Waxwings were in 
our garden was that they had been blown off course. 

by - Graham Forbes (aged 10) 

***** 
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^MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 

*Date and Time: MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 1975 at 8:00 P.M. 

* — * 

(note change from our usual meeting night - one week ahead)* 

* 


* 

*Place : 

* 

* 

^Speaker; 
* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 


MISS PHYLLIS MORROW 


presenting an illustrated lecture 
"NATURE RAMBLES" 


Miss Morrow, one of our own Members, is an accomplished photographer 
who has won many honours for her nature slides. We will see the 
changing seasons as recorded through the lens of her camera and she 
will give us tips on how to photograph nature subjects in their 
natural habitat. Whether you are a camera "bug" or not - this is 
a meeting you should not miss! 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


^VISITORS ARE WELCOME STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS * 

****y.****>ViVvV*iV}V*vV*************************************************** *********** 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 1975 - 8;00 A.M. 


Make an early start on your 1975 bird list. Meet at the Mountain 
Plaza, Fennell and Upper James Streets, for this Birding Trip to 
Long Point on Lake Erie. Bring a Lunch. 

Leader: Bob Curry - 'phone: 648-6895 

****************************************************************** 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 1975 - 9:00 A.M, 


An opportunity to observe the birds wintering along the north shore 
of Lake Ontario - Hamilton Bay, Burlington lakefront and in Bronte 
Woods. Meet at Dundurn Castle Parking Lot. Bring a Lunch. 

Leader: Jim Dowall - "phone: 529-9109 


********* 


********************** 


********************************** 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1975 - 10:00 A.M, (Repair of Wood Duck Boxes) 

Meet at Spencer Creek Bridge on Coote's Drive for this Workshop, to 
clean and repair the Wood Duck nesting boxes in Coote's Paradise. 
Bring a Lunch« Dress warmly and wear waterproof footwear. Bring 
along a sled or toboggan if you have one. These make transportation 
of equipment much easier. 


If the ice should be thin, this Workshop will be held on Sunday, 
February 9, 1975 (ice conditions permitting) 


********** 


Leader: James Anderson - 'phone; Freelton 659-7715 
********************************************************** 


AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR 

Headquarters Building of Royal Botanical Gardens, Plains Road West, Burlington, 
Ontario - the Royal Botanical Gardens presents - 

" ANIMAUX SAUVAGES " 

by Henlc Kegel. An animal behaviour study showing how animals of Africa live, 
bathe, migrate and hunt. See hippos, elephants, cheetahs, termites, flamingoes, 
Adults - $1.25 Students & Children - 75q (etc. 
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Events in the IROQUOIA BRUCE TRAIL CLUB - to which you are cordially invited 
WEDNESDAY, DECEM BER 31 , 1974 at 10{30 P.M. 

Bring in the New Year with the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club around a roaring 
bonfire. Carry a flashlight - a snack - and wear sensible footwear for the 
0.7-mile walk. Meet at the corner of King Road and 3rd Concession, southeast 
of Waterdown. 

Leader: Bob Van Dusen 'phone; Hamilton 522-3788 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 1975 at 2:00 P.M. 

Meet at Rock Chapel for this walk to the Arboretum via the "Blue Trail" - a 
brisk New Year's Day hike (4 miles) with the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club. 
Bring a snack. 

Leader: Jack Leech-Porter ‘phone: Hamilton 520-4852 


SATURD AY, JANUA RY 11, 1975 at 8;00 p.M. 

After a 2.5-mile moonlight hike, gather round a glowing bonfire at Crawford 
Lake with the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club. Bring a flashlight, weiners and a 
full thermos. Meet at Crawford Lake (Steele's Avenue entrance). 

Leader; Helen Krysko 'phone; Hamilton 388-6455 

S ATURDAY, J ANUARY 25, 1975 at 1;00 P.M. 

The Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club plahs a leisurely 4-mile walk to Hilton Falls. 
Bring a snack. Meet and finish at the Hilton Falls Parking lot on No. 5 Side 
Road, east of Campbellville. 

Leader: Gord Fenton 'phone: Hamilton 388-1694 

*A**vV******VnW«*v'fV<**************************vV****>V********5V*sVA*>V}V}V>V>V?V5V5V}H4'*>S-s!-5V5bl-sV 
CH1LPA E NJ.8 WINTER NATURE SERIES at the ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 

Eor children who enjoy the out-of-doors, this will be a series of four Saturday- 
morning meetings. The theme will be Wild Animals of Canada - January 11, 18, 

25 and February 1, Meet at the Nature Centre - 9:30 A.M. Maximum registration 
is 50 children, 10-13 years of age. To register children call R.B.G. Head¬ 
quarters at 527-1158 

********A*vV*****>Vft************************'^rtV5V**'*************iV*ibV!VsV*>V5V5l5V*5!->5->V!l»l->!'>V 


FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS - 1975 ANNUAL MEETING 


The F.O.N. have selected Trent University, Peterboroughas the site of their 
1975 Annual Meeting. The dates will be June 6, 7 and 8. Mark your calendar 
NOW and keep that weekend clear. The Peterborough Field Naturalists will be the 
hosts. 


* Note - TO OUR MEMBERS - Please remark your Hamilton Naturalists' 

* Events programme. Our scheduled "Weekend on the Bruce 

* Peninsuld'will be held on June 13, 14 and 15 so as not to 

* conflict with the F.O.N. Annual which many will wish to attend. 

*********vf*****************************5v*vv***yf*********>iivj;*sv>v>vsvjh;-»v**jtjvjv ******** 

GOOD BOOK BUY for BOTANISTS! 


Available at Cole's Book Stores - "T he Secre t L ife of Plants "by 
Peter Tompkins and Christopher Bird - Avon publication - price $1.95 
in paperback. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i< * -A * A * * A * * ft * * * * * * -,V vV A * -,V * 


-.V;VvViV5V>;-vV}V!V>V-/V5V>V5VjV5V>V5V-V5V5Vi’»>V>V/V*5ViV5VvViVvV)V>,'** 


*Frora the Diary of Mrs. Simcoe (wife of the first Governor of Upper Canada) - 
June 3, 1796 - "..we saw Coote's Paradise, so called from a Captain Coote,. 

It abounds with wild fowl and tortoises. From the hill we are upon, it appears 
more like a river or lake than a marsh. I was so pleased with this place." 
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